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omen’s Memorial and we
re there walking through the
Weremony' Of course, some of
f;r nemorabilia was placed in
" Women’s Memorial.
Who were the Women Air-
force Service Pilot;?

The Women Airforce Ser-
vice Pilots [were] women who
fle w—and [Nadine] flew ev-
erything the P-38s and the
p-515’a” the planes. Since
he men Were at war, they had
0 bring the aircraft to the plac-
¢s where the men would meet
them for the war. So she flew
every type of military aircraft,
so she was not just a flyer. She
pecame @ part of the Women

Airforce Service Pilots. The
role was to support men during
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the war, like flying the aircraft
[from] one airfield to another
airfield so that the men when
they were there would pick up
the aircraft and be able to use it
for the wartime. This is all over
the United States, Canada and
the world. She was always in

Oklahoma Military Academy
where his mom placed him. ...
My husband is in the [Oklaho-
ma Military Academy] Hall of
Fame and when he was inducted
into [it] he had mentioned that
if it were not for the Oklahoma
Military Academy, he would
have been a juvenile delinquent.

« .. Istarted with the research. I found more
and more from the National Archives. I found
[more] from the Smithsonian. I realized what
an incredible woman [Nadine] really was.”

Canada and the U.S.

How did Nadine get into fly-
ing, especially as a woman in
the 1930s?

In 1938, she was a spunk
and racing pilot. This is what
is interesting, because she’s a
Kansas girl. That’s where the
Ramsey family [was]. Her mom
had no idea that she was already
going to school and then going
to get training to fly. She was re-
ally a woman ahead of her time
and she was telling her brother,
my husband who rode horses,

“No, no, no—you need to con-
centrate on flying because the
war is coming and you need to
be ready for that.”

My husband loved horses,
s0 he was in the cavalry at the

It was mom who had the
insight, “Okay, these two—in-
credible daughter and son.” I
have in my house, my mini mu-
seum, two Congressional Gold
Medals. One for my sister-in-
law given in 2010 by President
Obama. Then my husband in
2018 [received a] Congressio-
nal Gold Medal ... by the Phil-
ippine Scouts Heritage Society.
So I am saying this is an incred-
ible family.

When I thought of writing
the book, I said I'm not only
going to honor this story of Na-
dine but [ will honor the family.
Because [they had] a mom that
was a dermatologist in Kansas.
This [was in] the 1800s, OK.
She is a woman again, ahead
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msey (above left) wrote a book about her sister-in-aw, Nadine Ramsey (above right)

of her time. So I said I’1l honor

thusiastic and fabulous students.
mom, I’ll honor Nadine and I’ll

I am so thrilled for that. [I also

honor my husband. worked with] Corinne Carlson,
Tell us about your career at French teacher and head of the
Beverly.

Foreign Language department,

[ was 24 years at [the] Bev-  who is still there. ... [ was un-
erly Hills Unified School Dis- der the foreign language de-
trict. I was the coordinator of ~partment because English was a
the English program—English second language.
as a second language. I han- What do you hope read-
dled international students from ers take away from Taking
all over the world, from K-12  Flight?
placement. Aside from being I think that readers will un-
coordinator, I was teaching five ~derstand what love does to a
classes [on] English literature family. My message through

. poetry, Shakespeare and this book is that not only am I
American literature. 50 proud of the heroism of my -
Who were some of your col- sister-in-law and my husband,
leagues during your time at but the whole Ramsey fami-
BHUSD? ly. They went through the De-

Oh my gosh, they are just pression, they went through the

wonderful. One of them [was hardest times during the war.
Beverly High Assistant Prin- My husband [did} four years
cipal] Toni Staser. Another behind enemy lines, decorat-
person is Karen Boyarsky, the ed by MacArthur. They were
librarian at Beverly High who survivors. Why? Because they
was also there for more than wanted to succeed in the mis-
35 years. We worked [togeth- sion they carried.
er] every day, because | would
bring the students to the library Purchase Raquel Ramsey's
to do research for my classeson  book on Amazon or the Uni-
biographies and different topics  versity Press of Kansas. To pur-
that 1 would give [them]. The = chase an autographed copy for
students came from all over the 836, email her at
world and they were, according raquiramsey1946@gmail.com.
to Karen, the most diligent, en-
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